235.   LOVE NOT HATE

SABARMATI,
Decembers, 1921

A telegram from Allahabad says Pandit Motilal Nehru, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Pandit Shamlal Nehru and Mr. George Joseph,
Editor of the Independent have been arrested. It was received at
11 o'clock last night. It positively filled me with joy. I thanked
God for it.

I had not expected Panditji's arrest. In our discussions I used
to tell Panditji that he would be about the last to be arrested. Sir
Harcourt Butler would not have the courage to lay hands upon him.
His friend Rajasaheb of Mahmudabad would decline to remain
in office if he was to be arrested. I marvel at Sir Harcourt Butler's
philosophic courage. Panditji has been working against tremen-
dous odds. He has been battling against his old enemy asthma.
I know that he has never worked for his rich clients, nor even for the
afflicted Punjab as he has slaved for pauper India. I have pleaded
with him to take rest. He has refused to do so. I rejoice to think
that he will now have respite from the toil that was wearing him
out.

But my joy was greater for the thought, that what I had feared
would not happen before the end of the year because of the sin
of Bombay was now happening by reason of the innocent suffer-
ing of the greatest and the best in the land. These arrests of the
totally innocent is real swaraj. Now there is no shame in the
Ali Brothers and their companions remaining in jail India has
not been found undeserving of their immolation.

But my joy, which I hope thousands share with me, is condi-
tional upon perfect peace being observed whilst our leaders are
one after another taken away from us. Victory is complete if non-vio-
lence reigns supreme in spite of the arrests. Disastrous defeat is a certainty
if we cannot control all the elements so as to ensure peace, We are out
to be killed without killing. We have stipulated to go to prison
without feeling angry or injured. We must not quarrel with the
condition of our own creating.

On the contrary our non-violence teaches us to love our
enemies. By non-violent non-co-operation we seek to conquer
the wrath of the English administrators and their supporters. We
must love them and pray to God that they might have wisdom to